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Rabindranath possessed good health. He had a good physique was
handsome, 6ft. 2inches tall with sturdy muscles and solid personality. He was
brought up under the strict discipline of his third eldest brother Hemendranath
and had to take up wrestling for building his body.

It has been said that he could swim across the Padma river back and forth.

He even had learnt horse riding due to necessity during his Zamindari work.

lliness never pervaded his strong health and Tagore himself has claimed that
his health has been the best for most of his life, but the infallible advent of time

attacked his amazing health one day.
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Invincible Rabindranath first heard the footsteps of death at the age of 76.
The day was 10th september1937. He suddenly fainted while talking to some
people. He was unconscious for almost fifty hours under the sudden attack of
“Erysipelas”. He was also suffering from acute prostate and kidney problem
simultaneously.

In his letter to Hemantabala Devi the poet has written “/ do not know when
I fell unconscious. Sudhakanta came to enquire about my well being at 9
pm and found me unconscious. Fifty hours have passed in that
unconscious state but | cannot recall any kind of difficulty. In the mean time
doctor had withdrawn blood and introduced glucose but | did not realize
anything. When | regained consciousness | could not understand the
meaning of the torture the doctors were doing on me in my frail condition.”

Under the able leadership of highly reputed and renowned doctor of that
time Sir, Nilratan Sarkar, a team of doctors came from Kolkata to Santiniketan
and cured the Poet for the time being. But it was not possible to cure him
completely during his life time.

Later the poet expressed his experience by saying "l have come back from
the cave of death to life . Whatever main resource | have come with to this earth
and the mental energy required seems insufficient to carry out my work and
most of the energy has diminished totally.” In reality since then ill health has be-
friended him, His broken health condition could never be mended. Quite often
he suffered problems related to prostate and kidney and other chronic ailments
included fever, headache, chest pain, urinary bladder and lack of appetite,

Two weeks after the doctors from Kolkata left the poet recovered and started
concentrating on his work. So astonishing was his vitality.
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Expecting a recovery from his frailing health the poet was seen repeatedly
going to the hills of the north east sometimes to Kalimpong or staying as a guest
at Maitrayl Devi's house at Mongpu. He kept on writing "Sejuti”, “Naba Jatak”,
dance drama “Shyama” side by side. There was no end to composing songs
and paintings. The eagerness of body and mind was exhausted but sorting out
problems of our country were pre dominant in the poet's mind. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Subhas Ch. Bose were called to Santiniketan to solve the
contemporary political situation.

Amidst this in the year 1940 Gandhiji came to Santiniketan along with his
wife Kasturba, the poet especially welcomed them to “Amrakunja”. The poet
could be seen laying the foundation stone for Mahajati Sadan which was
planned by Subhas Ch. Bose or inaugurating Vidyasagar Smriti Mandir in
Midnapur with his frailing health. He could also been seen travelling to Bankura
and Sewri on duty.
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15th September 1940. The poet was then in Kalimpong with his daughter-in-law Pratima Debi, attendant Banamali and secretary
Sacchidananda Roy. His son Rathindranath was then in East Bengal looking after the zamindari.

Suddenly the poet fell terribly ill. He lost consciousness due to the pain in his urinary bladder. He could not pass urine. The
symploms of urea was very clear. The suggestion of operation given by the English Civil Surgeon at Darjeeling was turned down by
Pratima debi and at last on the advice of Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis a team of doctors from Kolkata brought the poet back to
Kolkata Jorasanko house on 29th September. This impossible task was achieved by Dr. Satyasabha Mitra, Dr Amiya Basu, Dr.
Jyotiprakash Sarkar and Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis. The poet was taken to the marble floored room on the first floor. A few days
passed with great apprehension.

At that time the poet recovered temporarily under the treatement of Sir Nilratan Sarkar and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. Since then he
was always surrounded by helpful attendants both male and female. Surendranath Kar was the supervisor of these attendants. This
group comprised of close loved ones of the poet Rani Chanda, Rani Mahalanabis, Amita Thakur, Mailreyi Debi, Srimati Thakur, grand
daughter, Nandita Kripalani, Anil Chanda, Sudhakanta Roy, Sacchidananda Roy, Biswarup Basu, Birendra Mohon Sen, Santidev
Ghosh were the main ones.

Their work was to:
eMaintain charts, measure the quanity of urine ®Give medicines and feed glucose and horlicks ®Help in cleaning up urine several times.

The poet lived in Jorasanko till 17th November. At that point of time the poet used to keep his biochemic medicines handy and
take them by himself. Besides this Dr. Dakshinaranjan Roy would come to visit the poet occasionally and advice him to take some
nutritious diet and medicines.

On the day of Bhatriditya or brother's day the poet's only living elder sister Barnakumari came 1o mark a dot of sandlewood paste
to her BO year old brother's forehead. With a fair hand and thin finger she took sandle wood paste and drew a dot on her brother's
forehead with trembling hands. For the last time the team of doctors noted down the daily details of the poet’s iliness.
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On 18th November the poet came back to Santiniketan. The poet was made lie down
in the Japani room of the ‘Udayan House.' He was given a hair cut during this period.

There was no break in creativity. In Kolkata he had written "Rogsajya”. Many poems
have been composed orally in Santiniketan on the next day after arrival. He kept on
painting inspite of his frail health he was continuously telling stories. In his afflicted
condition he had welcomed the Chinese Mission of Tai-chi-Tao.

Then came the last Poush Utsav of his life. He could not attend the Upasana for the
first time. Al the ripe age of B0 the poet realized- What little do | know about this vast
universe”. The last festivals of his life were being celebrated- The last Magh Utsav,
Basanta Utsav, the last new year of the tormented breaking life. At last he delivered
lecture on “Crisis In Civilization” where he spoke about the greatest truth of human
civilization. On the last birthday of his life 25th Baisakh the poet said “I am last amidst
my birthday celebrations- | will take back the ultimate grace of my life. | will take
back the blessings of the people”. During this time he made another strong protest- he
sent an open reply to Miss Rathbone in response to her open letter Rathbone was
targeted mainly because Jawaharial Nehru was in jail and he stood to protest against this
criticism inspite of his frail condition. During the same time he has written “Golpo Solper
bhumika”, short story “Teen Sangee” and various light poems. The last wish of the poet
was o organize a felicitation of his dearest nephew Abanindranath.
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Inspite of being involved in various activities
the spread of the disease could not be arrested.
Allopathic treatment has been started. Kabiraji
(ayurvedic) treatment started from mid July,
responsibility was taken by Bimalananda Tarkat-
irtho. Bimalananda Sir had made a chart of
ayurvedic medicines and also of his diet. Coffee,
cucumber juice, milk and dried rice, 6 spoons of
rice, one chapatti and rice porridge with honey,
besides porridge with gourd. Fish and meat
were stopped. To check out the arrangement
Kabiraj Kamalakanta Ghosh his assistant stayed
behind. Rabindranath was assured. His mind
never yielded to his operation.

D Bathinn Charcha Foy

With the coming of the month of ashad the poet was keen to see the beauty
of the open sky in the rain so he was shifted to Uttarayan the first floor of
Udayan.

According to the advice of Dr. Nilratan Sarkar and Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy a team
of doctors were carrying out allopathic treatment. Though the poet was
unhappy with allopathic treatment but Dinanath Chattopadhyay a resident of
Santiniketan used to send daily reports to Calcutta. On 16th July Dr. Bidhan Roy,
Dr. Indubhusan Basu, eminent surgeon of that period Dr. Lalit Kimar
Bondopadhyay and the nephew of Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. Jyotiprakash Sarkar
came to Santiniketan to examine the poet. As the leader of the team Dr. Bidhan
Ch. Roy informed the poet that since his condition has improved slightly and
appetite has also improved undergoing the operation will be feasible, the
operation was not a complicated one and as a result all his sufferings and pain
would come to an end. Inspite of his profound dislike the poet remained quiet
and disheartened the whole day.

On 16th July Dr. C.B. Bose from Calculta Clinical Research Association
Laboratory, Chowringhee Road conducted a blood test on the poet.



Post’s final depariure from Santiniketan Ashram on 25th July, 1941
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At last the date for the operation was scheduled to be 25th July 8th day of
Srabon of Bengali month 1348. Leaving behind his memories of seventy years
Rabindranath started his last journey towards Kolkata. The bus awaiting near
the door. Tagore was brought on a stretcher and made to sit in the bus.
Ashramites were assembled near the area of the Uttarayan on the both sides of
the street. Rabindranath was sitting in the bus silently with both hands folded
on his lap. He was wearing dark glasses to hide his tears. The wheels started
moving slowly the chhatimtala. teak tree, gour prangon, chaitya, benukunjo,
dinantika, playground and the distant Sriniketan were all bidding adieu.

The bus passed across the street of Bhubandanga. Rabindranath arrived al
the house of Jorasanko approximately at 3.15 pm. The train journey in the hot
weather was very tiring. He was made lo lie on the stretcher in which he was
brought, in the marble floored room of the Maharshi Bhavan.
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Last few days of Poet's life at Jorasanka

Alsacwngrusath Thgory bl Patan Sarkar Bl Chandes fioy Prete

26th July 1941- The poel is somewhat better after overcoming the tiredness of the journey. He was
bantering in a cheerful mood. Abanindranath, Samarendranath, Charu Bhattacharya and Amiya Sen
came to visit the poet. The 70 year old nephew Abanindranath was engrossed in reminicencing his
eighty year old uncle Rabindranath. The country men wanted to celebrate the forthcoming birthday of
Abanindranath. The great artist disapproved of it but on that day he could not refuse his uncle
Rabindranath. At 4:50 pm 50cc of glucose was injected to Rabindranath suddenly his hold body started
shivering and his fever rose to 102.4 degree. After half an hour of shivering he felt asleep in a semi
conscious condition.

27th July 1941; Rani Chanda, Rani Mahalanabis, Amita Thakur and Nandita Kripalini were close to him.
Rabindranath asked Rani Chanda to write down few lines otherwise they would be lost. They were
“The first day's sun
Had asked
At the new manifestation of being
Who are you?... *

No answer came.

Suddenly the poet wanted to hear the song “Bipode more rakshya koro a nohe mor prarthona... Every
day 50cc of glucose was injected to the poet. In the mean time it was decided that the operation will be
scheduled on 3oth July. The poet was not informed about this.

28th July 1941- The poet's condition is the same, no sign of improvement. He is in a kind of morose
mood. The glucose injection is being continued.
28th July- The same moroseness still today. Little worried regarding the operation.
30th July 1941- Rani Chanda sat down next to the poet with the paper and a pen and the poet started
dictating these verse-
“Your creation’s path you have covered
with a varied net of wiles,
thou Guileful One,
Faise belief’s snare you have
laid with skilful hands
in simple lives.”

10:30- Dr Lalit Bandopadhyay after making all the arrangements for the operation in the outer verandah
came and said “ Let us complete it today- what do you say” the poet was stunned- “Today? It is in a
good way to have it done suddenly.” Exactly at 11 am he was taken on a stretcher to the verandah and
made to lie on the operation table.

From 11:20 to 11:45 the operation took 25 mins, The main operation was done by Dr Lalit
Bandopadhyay and was assisted by Dr. Satyasakha Maitra and Dr. Amiya Sen. Dr Jyotiprakash Sarkar
was standing beside the head ol Rabindranath.

It was not the prostate gland. The main purpose of the operation was to insert a tube through a hole for
passage of urine. lts medical name was ‘Suprapubic cystostomy’. If this operation was successful then
later on the operation for enlarged prostate gland would be done. After the operation most of the time
the poet was asleep but in between he said that there was a burning sensation and pain.

Chary Chandra Bhatlechanys Worischewn Wrigaling
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31st July- The same pain continued. He was lying inert or motionless and the body temperature was
rising.

1st August- Senseless, speechless the pain was evident by his expression. He was getting hiccups. The
worried doctors were discussing in hushed voices.

2nd August- Earlier night he was in a drowsy state. When he was asked what kind of pain he was going
through the poet replied “Is there any description for it". Since afternoon he again became drowsy with
hiccups and cough.

3rd August- Tagore's condition was deteriorating. Pratima Debi brought Dr. Sachin Mukhopadhyay and
Krishna Kripalini from Santiniketan. The poet was irritated if offered food or medicine and would say
“Don't torture me".

4th August- New symptoms were manifested. Kidney stopped working.

5th August- Not responding to anyone the poet is drowsy unconscious. Uremia has set in very seriously.
Lalit babu came and removed the stitches. In the evening Nilratan babu came with Bidhan babu. He sat
down beside Rabindranath and found out about his health from the doctors present there. He didn't say
anything, only caressed the right hand of the poet. After sometime Bidhan Roy and Nilratan Babu slowly
left the room with tired footsteps. Saline was given at night. Oxygen was kept ready.

6th August- Continuous bouts of hiccups and cough. The full moon in the sky (of rakhi purnima) could
be seen on the head side of the unconscious Rabindranath. Al 12 am the poet's condition deteriorated
further and became crucial.
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7 ™ August 1941- Lot of people had assembled in the premises of Jorasanko since
dawn, countless friends and relatives, close ones, crowd of innumerable followers and
admirers. The eastern sky slowly became illuminated. Amiya Thakur brought a handful of
champa flowers and offered them at the feet of Gurudeb. Ramananda Chottopadhyay
was standing beside the bed and praying (or doing upasana) from 7 am. Bidhusikhar
Sastri mahasai was sitting near the feet of the poet and chanting “Om pita nohasi pita no
bodhi” (mantra from the upanishasd)

Amita Thakur poured water in the poet's mouth. Dr. Jyotirindranath Hoy was sitting
beside the poet and checking his pulse rate.

The Chinese teacher Tan-Yun-San Started counting the beads of a rosary. Dr Amiya
Sen felt the poet's pulse near his elbow. After cleaning up the wound he left silently,
Oxygen was started at 9am. Bidhan Roy and Lalit Bandopadhyay visited the poet for the
last time. The word' Satyam Sivam Advaitam’ the mystic syllables of his life were being
enchanted continuously near his ears. Oxygen tubes were taken off- gradually his legs
became cold. His heart beat stopped for ever. It was then 12:10 pm in the clock.
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There was a sea of people outside. It seemed that the whole of Kolkata was
assembled on Jorasanko Chitpore road. As soon as the news of the journey to
heaven was spread in the radio mourning processions started arriving from
different areas. Girls students from schools and colleges came in groups to
offer their last respect. The impatient people were creating a chaos. They were
eager to get a last darshan of the poet. Preparations had then begun in the room
for the last journey. The lifeless body of Gurudev was bathed and he was made
to wear royal clothes. A kurta or Punjabi made of silk, a sheet or chadar was
covered on his body, from his neck till his feet, sandalwood paste was applied
on his forehead, a thick garland around his neck. Lots of white lotus flowers and
rajanigandha flowers were placed on both his sides. In between his hands that
were folded on his chest, a lotus bud was kepl. It seemed as if the king was
sleeping on his royal bed with his royal attire. In this manner the poet was made
to lie down on his specially made cot which was designed based on a drawing
by Nandalal Bose with the help of a carpenter,
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After 10 days the last rite ceremony of the poet was performed at Chatimtala at

Santiniketan. The day was 32nd Srabon 1348, Sunday (17th August 1841).
When death comes and whispers to me
“Thy days are ended”,
Let me say to him, "I have lived in love and not in mere time.”
He will ask "Will thy songs remain?”
| shall say “I know not, but this | know

that often when | sang | found my eternity.”

---Rabindranath Tagore
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